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Reno,	NV
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https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
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Water	Year	2017	Precipitation
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• ClimateEngine.org

• University	of	Idaho’s	gridded	
meteorological	data

• 4-km	spatial	resolution

• Sharp	north-south	
precipitation	gradient	so	far	
this	water	year

October	1	– November	24	,	2017
Percent	of	Average	Precipitation
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https://cdec.water.ca.gov/
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https://cdec.water.ca.gov/
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https://cdec.water.ca.gov/



October	1	– November	24	,	2017
Mean	Temperature	Anomaly

• ClimateEngine.org

• University	of	Idaho’s	gridded	
meteorological	data

• 4-km	spatial	resolution

• Generally	warm	start	to	
water	year

• High	snow	levels	with	Sierra	
storms	thus	far
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SNOTEL	Percent	of	Median	Snow	Water	Equivalent,	
November	25,	2017

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/



Early	Season	Snow	Drought
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Rubicon	#2	SNOTEL,	7,619	ft Mt	Rose	Ski	Area	SNOTEL,	8,801	ft

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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California	Reservoir	Conditions

https://cdec.water.ca.gov/
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Lake	Tahoe	Water	Levels

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=10337000
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=10337000

Lake	Tahoe	Water	Levels
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Current	ENSO	Conditions

From	Climate	Prediction	Center:	La	Niña	conditions	are	present
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Niño	4 -0.1ºC

Niño	3.4 -0.8ºC

Niño	3 -1.1ºC

Niño	1+2 -1.2ºC

The	latest	weekly	SST	departures	are:

Current	ENSO	Conditions

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml
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Summary

• Most	of	CA-NV	currently	drought	free
• Exception	being	CA	south	coast	where	long-term	drought	impacts	still	

exist

• Water	year	precipitation	off	to	a	good	start	in	Northern	Sierra	and	
Northwest	California	coast

• Elsewhere,	quite	dry,	especially	southern	CA	and	NV

• Early	season	snow	drought	conditions	exist	due	to	warm	storms	with	
high	snow	levels

• Reservoirs	generally	in	good	condition	with	a	few	exceptions

• La	Niña	conditions	are	present	and	expected	to	persist	throughout	the	
winter
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Thank	You!

mcevoyd@dri.edu

Glacier	Point
Yosemite	National	Park,	CA

October,	2017


